





Vol. 1X. 


Numb. 1 


THE 


OBSERVAT OR. 


More Reflexions on the late rebellious Tumult. On 


the Duty of Fuftices of Peace in that Cafe, and the | 


" Defeds of fome of them. Unanfwerable Arguments from the Liturgy to prove, that the Church of 
England allows us to refift tyrannical and arbitrary Power. The Blafphemy and Hypocrify of the 
Fattion prov’d. Their Prayers heard againft themfelves. Their Defign to fet the City on Fire, and 


to murder. Perfons of Note. 
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Ob. Wiitto News from London now, Roger ¢ 
Is the Rebellion there quite fupprefsd ? 

Country-m. Yes, Matter, blefied be God for it, 
the open Rebellion is fupprefsd, and the Weak- 
nefs of the Faction’s Military, as well as of their 
Pulpit Champions, is now vilible to all the World ; 
for a few of the Guards difpers’d them at the firlt 
Onfet ; tho’ I can affure you this was no ordina- 
ry Prentice Mob, but the whole Pofe-of the trayte- 
rous Faction in London, Weftminfter, and Scuthwark, 
and the Suburbs, confifting of Papifis and Non- 
jurors, and other Enemies to her Majefty’s Title 
and Government, who in a rebellious Manner, 
appear'd in many Places of the faid Cities and Su- 


take Care of, for good Laws fignify nothing, ifthe 
Execution of them be committed to bad or igno- 
rant Men. The Jultices of Wefminffer might eafi- 
ly have prevented all this, fince they knew that 
Mr. Burges’s Dwelling-Houfe and Mecting-Houte 
were aflaulted the Night before the great rebellious 
Tumult; had they but look’d upon Dalton, they 
might eafily have feen their Duty and their Pow- 
er too in fuch Cafes. However, there may be 
a Providence in it, that the rebellious Faction have 
thereby made a farther Difcovery of their trayte- 
rous Intentions, than otherwife they could have 
done; which I hope will open the Eyes of the Na- 
tion, and Jet them fee what our high-flying Cler- 





burbs with Weapons in their Hands, and with 
Force broke open and enter’d divers Houles, and 
ofter’d Violence to the Perfons and Coaches of {e- 
veral of the Subjeéts, as her Majeity’s gracious Pro- 
clamation informs us. ~~ 

Obf. And what’s to be done with them, Roger ? | 

Country-m. Her Majelty has promisd, Matter, 
that all fuch Riotcrs, Trayturs, and Rebels, and 
their Accomplices, Adherents, Abettors, and Ad- 
vifers fhall be proceeded againft according to the ut- 
moft Severity of Law ; and her Majetty requires all 
her good Subjects to ufe their utmolt Endeavours to 
apprehend all fuch Rioters, Traytors, Rebels, and 
their Accomplices, and ‘offers 100 /. Reward for 
the Difcovery of any fuch Inéendiaries, as have 
been the Occafion of thofe Tumults and Diforders, 
and active in exciting and ftirring up the fame. 
Pray, Mafter, give me your Opinion what Punith- 
ment they deferve ; for fome call it only a Ruot, 
and have admitted fome of the Criminals to Bail ; 
but our London Juttices acted a more honeft Part, 
and would take Bail for none of thofe feiz'd in} 
their Liberties. 

Obf. 1 am glad to hear our London Jultices are 
Perfons of fo much good Senfe, Reger, and forry 
to hear, that there are Juftices or others any where 
‘ elfe, that either have fo little Senfe or Honefty as 
to admit Fellows,to Bail, who were taken in open 
Rebellion ; not only againft the known Laws of 
the Land, as the Proclamation exprefics it, but a- 
gaint the very Legiflature, while fitting and pro- 
{ecuting the notorious Fomenter of this Rebellion, 
which 1s Treafon in the higheft Degree, not only 
againft Authority, but her Majefty’s facred Per- 
fon, and thofe of her two Houfes of Parliament. I 
can {carcely think any Bod, could be fo ignorant 
of our Law ; therefore this muft proceed from Ma- 
lice and Difaftection to the Government. No 
Juftice of Peace that knows the Duty of his Office, 
or has look’d upon Dalton, or the Statute-Books, 
could be ignorant, that rifing in Arms againit the 
fupream Power, is Rebellion, and that breaking 
up, and burning Houtcs, is Felony ; and fince the 
Truth of the Fact was Known to every Jultice a- 
bout Town, ‘tis very {trange that any of ‘cin could 
be fo far miftaken in their Commitments. This 
proves what you unl I have fo frequently infilted 
upon, Roger, viz. the Neceffity of a Reiorm thro’ 
the Nation aniong theie who are in Places of ow- 


gy, and their Trumpeters of Rebellion, Sacheverill, 
sans and others, have been cariying on undcr 
the Notion of Paffive-Obedience and Non-Refi- 
ftance, and a falfe Pretext of Zeal for the Monar- 
chy and the Church. 

Country-m. °Tisan Amazement to me, Mafter, to 
think of thofe Méns grofs Hypocrify, and how 
they could ever delude the Mob to that Degree they 
havedone, with their traytcrous Notions of Paffive- 
Obedience. Certainly thofe Clergy-men mult be 
the moft blafphemous, perjur’d, and trayterousHy- 
pocrites, and their Mob the moft feditious and vil- 
laincus Fellows in the World. 

Obf. Hold, hold, Roger, your Paffion overflows ; 
you mult keep yotir Temper. 

Country-m. 1 know what I fay, Mafter, and defy 
Sacheverell and his Faétion to an‘wer or difprove it. 
Is not our Common-Prayer-Book eftablifh’d by 
Law, to be the Worfhip of the Church of Eng- 
land ¢ Are not all our benefic'd Clergy oblig’d to 
give Affent and Confent to it ? And did not thofe 
rebellious Fellows that ynade the Tumult, pretend 
they did it for the Church ? 

Obf, What of all that, Roger? 1 fuppofe there's 
no Body will deny it? 

Country-m. Then, Mafter, I prove my Charge un- 
an{werably. In the very Office of the Day which 
Sacheverell fo impioufly perverted, I mean the 5th 
of November, the Church of England condemns his 
Doétrine, and declares fhe does fo to God himfelf. 
Read it, Mafter, the Words are thefe : 

‘ Accept alfo, moft gracious God, of our un- 
‘ feign’d Thanks for filling our Hearts again with 
‘Joy and Gladnefs, after the Time that thou haft 
. afhlidted us, and putting a new Song into oug 
‘ Mouths, by bringing his late Majefty upon this Day 
‘ for the Deliverance of our Church and Nation from 
: 9 Tyranny and arbitrary Power. Weadore the 
‘ Wifdom and Jultice of thy Providence, which fo 
‘timely interpos'd in our extream Danger, and 
‘ difappointed all the Deligns of our Enemies. 

Now, Matter, I appeal to all Mankind, whether 
thofe Clergy-men be not blafphemous perjurd 
Wretches, who offer Thanks to God for raifing up 
the late King Wiliam, of glorious Memory, to de- 
liver us from Popith Tyranny and arbitrary Power 
by an arm’d Force, wherein the Nation joun’d with 
him againft the late King Fames, and yet at the 
{ame lime preach up the wer Illegality of refjting 


a Prince, or any commiffion'd by him, on any Pretenc. 
wh At- 





er and Tiult, which I hope the Legilature will 








whatever, and mutt not their Mob Be the moft re- 
bellious and hypocritical Wretches on. Earth, that 
join in this Thank{giving, and yet rife in Rebelli- 
“ee y ine 2 ot 
on to maintain the contrary Doctrine : Does n 
all the World kriow, that King William not only 
refitted that Popith an and arbitrary Power, 
bug put it to Pligh Did not the Nation concur 
i id he not afterwards poi ie King 
ames out of /reland by Force of Arms, when,con- 
hoa to their (eee Notion of a voluntary Abdi- 
cation, he came t0, recover his Crows ? And was 
not King Willian in Danger of his Life by a Can- 
non-Bullet, when he routed hin at the Boyn ?. Then 
pray, Mafter, what Names can be too hard for 
thote Men, who thank Godifor doing that by King 
. William, which at the fame Time they. preach and 
fay is adamnable Sin? Does not this blafphéimoul- 
ly make God the Author of Rebellion? And can 
there-be 4 more out¥agious and flacrant Piece of 
Hypociify upon Earth, than to thank him for 
what they fay he has damn‘d ? Is not this to pro- 
nownce Curling and Bleffing out -ef the fame 
Moutlr againft Go'l and the Government ? In my 
Opinion, ‘Matter, it ‘exceeds the Blaiphemy of the 
Devil, when he pervefted Seripture to teznpt our 
Saviour. a 

But farther, Mafter; read the next Prayer, which 
isthus: § Almighty God and Heavenly Father, 
© who of thy gractous Providence and tender Mer- 

“cy towards us, did{t prevent the Maltce and Ima- 
* stnations of our Enemies, by difcovering and con- 
: Munding their hernble and wicked’ Enterprizes 
‘ plotted and intended this Day, to be executed a- 
‘ gainft the King and the whole State of the Realm, 
© for the Subverfion of the Religion and Government 
© eftablifh’d among us ; and didit likewife upon 
‘this Day wonderfully conduct thy Servant our 
‘ Jate King, and bring him fafelg into this King- 
‘dom, to preferve us from the late Attempts of our 
* Enemies to bereave us of our Religion and Laws. 
© We moft humbly- praife and magnify thy moft 
* glorious Name for thy unfpeakable Goodnefs to- 
‘wards us, exprefsd in both thefe Adis of thy 
“ Mercy. | 
Then the following Prayer in Time of War and 
Tumults is every Whit as remarkable, and con- 
demns the Faction of the moft tremendous Hypo- 
crify that ever was heard of. | 
*O Lord, who didit this Day difcover theSnares 
“of Death that were laid for us, and didft won- 
* derfully deliver us: from the fame, be thou {till 
‘our mighty Protestor, and fcart.r our Enemies that 
“delight in Blood, infatuate and defeat their Councils, 
* abate their Pride, affwage their Malice, and confound 
‘ their Devices, {trengthen the Hands of our graci- 
“ ous Sovereign Queen ane, and all that are put 
£in Authority under her, with Judgment'and Ju- 
“ ftice to cut off all fuch Workers of Iniquity, as 
‘turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into Fattion, 
* that they may never prevail againft us,or triumph 
‘in the Ruin of thy Church among us, Cc. 

Now, Mattcr, was there ever fuch Hypocrify in 
the World as the Faction is guilty of, to join in 
thofe Prayers, and at the fame Time to rife in Re- 

lion and Tumutlts,-and, as our honourable Pa- 
triots the Commens exprefs it in their Addrefs, 
they could not patiently fit ftill, and fee the Faéti- 
on “effect upon the Juftice of the late happy Re- 
* volution, and the Glory of our late Royal Deli- 
* verer, to ftrike at her Majefty’s undoubted Title 
* and Adminiftration, by which fo many Bleffings 
* are’ deriv'd upon us, to endeavour to. render it 
* odious to the’ People, as deftructive of the Church 
‘and Conttitutien, to undermine the prefent Efta- 
‘ biifhment and Proteftant Succeffion, to treat the 
‘Refolutions of Parliament with Contempt, to 
« vilify and afperfe the Governors of the Church, } 
«and her Majefty as fupream, to expofe the Tole- 
« ration as wicked, and Sedition, infolently inva- 
< ding the Puipit ? 


with him in it? 


Shall any good Subje& fit fill then, Matter 
not expofe the Faction in their proper Coloy 
1s 
can they be painted too black > 
Obf. I confefs, Roger, you have expos'd then t; 
Purpofe;-you may well bid Defiance to Sapien,» 
and his Faction, to anfwer the Proofs you £% 5 
brought againit them, from thofe Prayérs OF the 
Church ; they can’ never, without Impudence 
the highelt Degree, alledge the Authoniy me Bi 
Church of England any more in Defence’ of v1... 
flavifh Doétrine, which fhe has fo exprelly eg 
demn'd, and thanks God for bcing deliverg Gin, 
in her Liturgy. Nor ought tlicy any more to «1. 
ledge the Authority of the Univerfity of O6,; 
for them, fince fo many thoufands of thote Prive, 
have been printed at the Univerfity-Prefg. 4.) 
fince the late glorious Queen AdZary order ins, 
Forms to be added tor the future to the Lituys, 
of the Church of England, the 6th Day of Ofi., 
1692, which 1s counter-fign'd by her Majet:,. 
Command, 


» and 
? Or 


+} 4 
Li Ve 


NOTTINGHAM. - 
At the fame Time I cannot but observe, 2,9, 
that God has heard the Prayers of thofe Sons of 
Blood againft themfelves, has infatuated ang @.. 
feated their Councils, abated their Pride, aflwap’g 
their Malice, and confounded their Devices, {ince 
they are as guilty as any Party in the World eve 
was of turning Religion into Rebellion, and Faith 
into Fa¢tion. We have Reafon to bleis his Name 
for at, {ince tis evident theyinvolv’d usin Fire 
and defign’d to have done it farther, by preparing 
Materialsfor railing a Fire in Mr.Wrigét’s Mecting- 
Houfe,laid Straw, Rufhes,and Links under the Gal- 
leries and Pews, they had cut to pieces there 
which, if it had not been prevented in Time by the 
Guards, might have endanger’d the whole City, 
confidering that Meeting is fituated in fo clofe 4 
Part of the Town. ‘Tis alfo obfervable, that tho 
they defign’d the Muriher of feveral Perfons of 
Note, whom they nam‘d, that Providence orderd 
it fo, as no Blood was fhed tut their own : But 

more of thefe Things another Time, Roger. 
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